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An experimental study about the relationships between rainfall intensity and develop-
ment of sinkholes caused by damaged sewer pipes in Korea is described in the paper.
The topic is certainly of interest to NHESS, and the work contains interesting data and
considerations. I have listed in the accompanying file a number of small corrections,
and a few requests of clarification on some issues that are not clear to me.

I discourage throughout the manuscript the use of the term “ground cave-ins”, since
this is not used in the international literature, and may induce confusion and misunder-
standings in the readers.

How were the different rainfall intensity chosen? It is briefly said in the initial part of the
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paper that this was based upon the rainfall values in South Korea, but then no rainfall
data was provided to justify the choice of the adopted values. It would be good to add
a few lines, or a figure, to describe the rainfall trend in the area. Further, a brief text
explaining the importance of establishing relationships between rainfall and geological
hazards could be useful, also referring to other hazards such as landslides (see for
instance the works by Peruccacci et al. (2012), Rossi et al. (2012), and Vessia et al.
(2012).

When quoting figures throughout the manuscript, please avoid he use of multiple brack-
ets.

In general, the reference list can be improved, especially by adding the main interna-
tional works about sinkhole classification, which are lacking in the present version of
the manuscript. Apart from some references directly suggested in the accompanying
file, I am enclosing to this comment a list of possible additional references that might
be useful to the Authors to improve their paper.

When quoting more than one paper in the text, the references must be listed in chrono-
logical order. This guideline is not followed in the manuscript. Please correct it through-
out the text.
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For all the considerations above, I recommend minor revision. I believe that, after
some corrections, and following the journal guidelines for citations, the manuscript
may become acceptable for publication.

Please also note the supplement to this comment:
https://nhess.copernicus.org/preprints/nhess-2020-143/nhess-2020-143-RC2-
supplement.pdf
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