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This is extremely important work. Indigenous populations have had their own expe-
riences with natural hazards and many have developed techniques for coping in tra-
ditional ways. Western science can learn a great deal from indigenous knowledge,
furthermore combining the two helps emergency managers more effectively educate
local populations about the best way to prepare, respond, and cope with natural haz-
ards, thus bridging the gap between western science and indigenous knowledge and
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thereby creating a more effect synergistic relationship. !
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