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General

We would like to thank the reviewers for their constructive suggestions and comments.
In general the three reviewers appreciate the methods and results of the paper. How-
ever, reviewers two and three indicate that the participatory approach needs further
explanation. In addition, several other issues were raised, which need further clarifica-
tion, such as who pays for adaptation and to describe what other sectors are potentially
affected by the floods and measures.
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Following suggestions by the reviewers, we have thoroughly revised the paper, and
we believe the paper has significantly improved. Below follows a detailed response to
the reviewer. In the supplement we have included a pdf of the response, in which the
individual suggestions by the reviewers is in ‘italics’, followed by our response. In the
manuscript we have included the changes in ‘sticky notes’.

Response to reviewer #3

1) The manuscript presents an interesting approach of an important topic. It illustrates
a really broad survey on adaptation strategies; the number of interviews conducted in
the case study area is impressive.

We appreciate the kind remarks of the reviewer.

2) However, I do share the opinion of referee #2 regarding several aspects of the
methodology. Since the title of the paper is explicitly underlining the participatory ap-
proach the text is given astonishing little information on how the interviews are con-
ducted, how the stakeholder are analyzed and identified, how the workshops were
done et cetera, in brief on the participatory methods which have been used and why
the study was designed like that. The title is also not clear because there is no infor-
mation on what kind of adaptation strategies the paper s dealing with.

In re-reading the paper, we agree with the reviewer that the title implies that we do more
on the participatory approach than actually is presented in the paper. To overcome this
issue, we have removed the term ‘participatory’ from the title, added “flood” in the title,
to make explicit what type of risk and adaptation we are dealing with. We have changed
the title into:

‘Assessment of the effectiveness of flood adaptation strategies for HCMC’.

In addition, even though the focus is not on the participatory approaches, we agree
with the reviewer these methods needs more explanation. We, therefore, have elab-
orated the description of the participatory approach, which it now includes details on
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approach, techniques, and number and types of respondents. Sections 2.3.1 and 2.4
are revised accordingly (see also response to Reviewer 2)

3) The date of the land use map seems a bit old (from 2005)(see chapter 2.3, page
391,l. 17), but since the Master plan of 2025 is used as the basis for the study it is
probably the best available data to be used.

Indeed the land use map is a bit old, but it was the newest that was made available to
us by the Government.

4) The authors state that there was no measuring of learning outcome of the participa-
tory process. However, it would be interesting if other kinds of evaluations have been
conducted.

Another evaluation would be if the topic of climate change adaptation and flooding
continues to be on the agenda in HCMC. We have added a line on learning effects.
See page 23, line 2. This line now reads:

“The topic of climate change has gained importance in HCMC. At the end of the VCAPS
project the bureau on climate change has been established in HCMC. People from dif-
ferent departments jointly work in this bureau to further develop and implement adapta-
tion measures. Several of these people were involved in the VCAPS project, amongst
which the vice managing director of the bureau. This indicates that the topic of climate
change has been adopted by the policy makers and civil servants in HCMC.”
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Please also note the supplement to this comment:
http://www.nat-hazards-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/2/C490/2014/nhessd-2-C490-2014-
supplement.pdf
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