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This study appears to be a follow up of Sidle et al. (2011). This study covers the erosion
rates along unpaved mountain roads, whereas Sidle et al. (2011) dealt with a paved
road. Both studies call for attention to the ecological and environmental problems
caused by road construction projects in Yunnan, China.

This reviewer has the following comments. First, although Sidle et al. (2011) is cited
several times in the manuscript, no comparison is made between the two studies in the
Results and Discussion section except for a reference on Page 11. Second, it is under-
stood that the focus of the manuscript is on “landslide erosion from mountain roads,”
but it is also acknowledged by the authors that large storm events are an important
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landslide trigger in the study area (lines 25-26 on Page 8) and they must be consid-
ered in landslide hazard assessments (lines 7-9 on Page 11). What is the role of storm
events? Sidle et al. (2011) stated that surface erosion from all source was about 7%
of the erosion from the road project. Is that the same in this study? Third, does the
Chinese government publish any statistics on erosion rates so that they can be used
as a validation source?
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